“Nicolae Balcescu” National College – General characteristics 

Our school was build 146 years ago in 1863. The grand opening was held on 6 December that year. It became National College “Nicolae Balcescu” short after 1990, and it remained that way until today.

The school has both theoretical  and humanistic profile, which are divided in:

· 4 grades  for the V-VIII cycle;

· 8 grades for general theoretical (mathematics-computers)
· 8 grades  for mathematics intensive English (4), German (1) or Computers (4);
· 4 grades  for natural sciences (4) and social sciences (1);
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3 grades – humanistic profile.
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The students of our high school study a wide range of subjects, depending the profile:
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Sciences — Profil Real ("mathematics and computer programming" or "natural sciences") — this is the most demanding of all the academic programs, and the most sought-after as it offers the best chance for university admission, teaching as it does most of the subjects needed for admission. There are 14 different subjects per year, with 24-28 hours weekly: 
Math for 4 years (5–7 hours/week-Calculus, Trigonometry and Algebra)

Computer Programming (4 hours weekly - 4 years), 
2 modern languages, such as English for 2–6 hours/week and French or German for 2 hours/week, also 4 years, 
Literature 3 hours/week 4 years, Geography, History, Chemistry, Physics        (all of these 4 years, 1–2 hours weekly each),  Economics,  Philosophy,  Logic,  Psychology (1 year each — 4 years). This will give an " Computer Programmer" qualification, after an exam. Besides being the hardest, this is the most common program, as it is the most sought after.
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Humanities — Profil Uman ("social studies" or "languages") — more modern languages (3 or 4), Latin or Ancient Greek, 4 years, two years of each of the studied social sciences, more history and geography than in the case of real studies, but almost no mathematics, chemistry, physics or biology. This program still demands over 28 hours weekly but will give no work qualification, except the Language Certificate provided after an exam.
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Beside this theoretical program, our school provides some subjects that are important for a harmonious evolution of the students, such as: Physical Education and Sport, Musical Education, Arts, Religion, Technological Education, Counselling and Entrepreneurial Education. There are also the Optional subjects, for which  students are allowed to choose a package of two or three subjects at group level (not individual level). These optional subjects are related to the theoretical subjects or to learn a new modern language (such as Spanish or Italian).
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Each class is composed from 28 till 30 students, but for the modern languages is divided in groups. 
The classrooms are divided in two different buildings in the same yard. The old building has 12 classrooms (3 laboratories for biology, chemistry and physics) and the amphitheatre, as well as the teachers office and the administrative offices. The new building has 18 classrooms, of which 4 are informatics laboratory. The school has also a huge Sport Hall with all the modern facilities and the centre for the medical support, a part of the schoolyard area is used as well for the sport activities. In the new building there is the library and a small chamber for individual study.
This school year 2009-2010, “Nicolae Balcescu” College has 816 students, of which 497 are girls. All these students are being educated and guided on the path of study by about 62 teachers, who tend to get the best out of their pupils.
The school year opening
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