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Mihai Eminescu (January 15,1850 - June 15,1889)  was a Romantic poet, journalist and novelist,  regarded as the most representative, most of the times showing great genius, Romanian poet. Eminescu was an active member of the Junimea literary society and he worked as an editor for the newspaper “Timpul” (“The Time”), the official newspaper of the Conservative Party. His first volume of poems was published when he was 16 and he went to Vienna to study when he was 19. The poet’s manuscripts containing 46 volumes and approximately 14000 pages were offered by Titu Maiorescu as a gift to the Romanian Academy during the meeting that was held on January 25, 1902. Famous works include “Luceafarul” (“The evening star”), “Oda in Metru Antic” (“Ode in Ancient Meter”) and the five Letters(Epistles/Satires). In his poems he often used metaphysical, mythological and historical subjects. In general his worked was influenced by the German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer. Eminescu had been active in Junimea for many years, in the same time writing for the newspapers and writing volumes of poems. Eminescu was hospitalized on February 3,1889 at the Marcuta Hospital in Bucharest and then he was hospitalized at Caritas Sanatorium. On June 15,1889 the poet died and he was buried in Bellu Cemetery in Bucharest.
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George Enescu (19 August 1881 - 4 May 1955​) was a Romanian composer, violinist, pianist, conductor and teacher. He showed his talent early in his childhood by composing and singing at the different instruments. He wrote his first musical composition at the age of 5. Shortly, thereafter, his father showed him to a music professor and composer, Eduard Caudella. At the age of seven he entered the Vienna Conservatory, where he studied with Joseph Hellmesberger, Robert Fuchs and Sigismund Bachrich and graduated before his 13th birthday, earning the silver medal. In his Vienesse concerts, young Enescu played works by Brahms, Sarasate and Mendelsohnn. In 1895 he went to Paris to continue his studies. Many of his works were influenced by Romanian folk music and his most popular compositions being the two “Romanian Rhapsodies” and the opera “Edipe” and the suites for orchestras. He also wrote 5 symphonies, a symphonic poem “Vox Maris” and much chamber music. In 1923 he made his debut as a conductor in a concert given by Philadelphia Orchestra in New York City, and made many visits to United States frequently. Also, it was in America in 1920s when Enescu persuaded making recordings as a violinist. He also appeared as a conductor with many American orchestras and in 1936 he was one of the candidates considered to replace Toscanini as permanent conductor of the New York Philarmonic. He lived in Paris and in Romania but after The World War II he remaine in Paris where he died on May 4th 1955).
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Constantin Brancusi (February 19,1876-March 16,1957​​) was a Romanian internationally renowned sculptor whose works, which blend simplicity and sophistication led the way for numerous modernist sculptors. Brancusi grew up in the village of Hobita, near Targu Jiu, an area known for its rich tradition of folk crafts, particulary ornate woodcarving. The simple geometric patterns of the craftsmen is seen in his mature works. At the age of nine Brancusi left his village to work at menial jobs in the nearest large town. At 13 he went to Craiova and work in a grocery store for several years. Impressed by his talent, the owner of the grocery store financed his studies at the local School of Crafts. There he indulged his love for woodworking, taught himself to read and write, and graduated with honors in 1898. He then enrolled in the Bucharest School of Fine Arts, where he received academic training in sculpture. He worked hard, and quickly distinguished himself as talented. One of his earliest surviving works, under the guidance of his anatomy teacher, Dimitrie Gerota, is a masterfully rendered ecorche  (statue of a man with skin removed to reveal the muscles underneath) which was exhibited at the Romanian Athaeneum in 1903. Though just an anatomical study, it foreshadowed the sculptor's later efforts to reveal essence rather than merely copy outward appearance. In 1903 Brâncuşi traveled to Munich, and from there to Paris. In Paris, he was welcomed by the community of artists and intellectuals brimming with new ideas. He worked for two years in the workshop of Antonin Mercie of the Ecole des Beaux-Arts, and was invited to enter the workshop of Auguste Rodin. Even though he admired the eminent Rodin he left the Rodin studio after only two months, saying, "Nothing can grow under big trees." He died on March 16,1957 at the age of 81 leaving 1200 photographs and 215 sculptures. 
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The sculptural ensemble ”Constantin Brancusi” from Targu-Jiu, also known as “The monumental ensemble from Targu-Jiu”, designed and built by Constantin Brancusi is an homage for the heroes who died in First World War. The three sculptural components - the Silence Table, the Kiss Gate and the Endless Column - are disposed on the same axis, oriented from the west to the east, with a 1275 metres length.
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      The Silence Table
 
The Silence Table, worked in limestone, represents the dinner before the great battle the soldiers will have to participate at. The time is distributed in the hourglass-chairs which are measuring it. Everything is happening in silence.
      
The Kiss Gate 
The Kiss Gate, made of travertin, is the gate that makes the pass for another life. The kiss symbol, present on the gate’s poles, could be interpreted also as  eyes looking deeply into heart. 
The endless column
The endless column or the endless gratitude column, considered by Sydnei Geist the peak of modern art represents a true “spiritual testament”of the artist, un axis mundi, meant like to support the sky for eternity. Almost 30 metres high, the column consists of 17 rombus-shaped modulars of cast iron. 
Made by: Barbu Cristian Stefan, X C, and Hanu Anca Ioana, XI F
