Romanian  History in brief
Romania’s territory has been inhabited from times long past. It is here where, in the Neolithic, some of the most profilic European cultures, Cucuteni and Gumelnita, flourished. The ancient inhabitants of the present Romanian territory were first mentioned by Herodotus, known by the Greeks as Gets and by the Romans under the name of Dacians. Dacians, considered a part of these Getae, were a branch of Thracians that inhabited Dacia (corresponding to modern Romania, Moldova and northern Bulgaria). The Dacian kingdom reached its maximum expansion during King Burebista, around 82 BC, and soon came under the scrutiny of the neighboring Roman Empire. Enigmatic and solitary, the Dacian fortified settlements and strongholds that have been preserved for those times were built and defended with his life by the Dacian kings – Burebista, Decebalus. However, the oldest fortified towns, the ones on the Black Sea shore, belonged to Greek colonists – Histria, Tomis and Callatis. 
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When the Danube became the border between Dacia and the Roman Empire it cannot stop the Romans to conquer Dacia. There were two bloody wars (101-102 A.D. and 105-106 A.D) between Decebal (the Dacian king) and Traian (the Roman emperor). Dacia was conquered by Emperor Trajan after two of the most glorious wars of the Roman history, in 106 A.D. As a result, Dacia became a Roman province and underwent a process of Romanization. 
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The romanian people was formed following Roman colonization and, miraculously preserved its unity including that of its language, spoken without dialectal variations, amidst migrating waves. It is only one thousand years later that the first Romanian states are formed. The following period is politically and culturally active. 
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The buildings of those times – churches, monasteries, fortified towns and princely courts – were raised by princes who supported local culture and, at the same time, facing increasing external pressures, fought for preserving political, economic, social and religious rights. The medieval fortified dwellings, strongholds, and peasant fortresses in Transylania, landlords’ mansions named cule in Oltenia, are evidence of the restless history in the Romanian provinces territory.
[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.png]cus

TRANSYLVANIA

Alba lulia
o
st

-

Targoviste
{ S
WALLACHIA
Gal B e

‘Area under control of
=1 Wichael the Brave.
(may - sept 1600) (




[image: image9.wmf] 

 


In the Middle Ages, Romanians lived in three distinct principalities: Wallachia, Moldavia and Transylvania. By the 11th century, Transylvania became a largely autonomous part of the Kingdom of Hungary, and became independent as the Principality of Transylvania from the 16th century, until 1711. In the other Romanian principalities, many small local states with varying degrees of independence developed, but only in the 14th century the larger principalities Wallachia (1310) and Moldavia (around 1352) emerged to fight a threat of the Ottoman Empire. Vlad III the Impaler maintained an independent policy in relation to the Ottoman Empire, and persecuted the great nobble families from his country. By 1541, the entire Balkan peninsula and most of Hungary became Ottoman provinces. In contrast, Moldavia, Wallachia, and Transylvania, came under Ottoman suzerainty, but conserved fully internal autonomy and, until the 18th century, some external independence. During this period the Romanian lands were characterised by the slow disappearance of the feudal system; the distinguishment of some rulers like Stephen the Great, and Dimitrie Cantemir in Moldavia, Vlad III the Impaler, and Constantin Brâncoveanu in Wallachia and Gabriel Bethlen in Transylvania.

Count Dracula, a fictional character in the Dracula novel, was inspired by one of the best-known figures of Romanian history, Vlad Dracula, nicknamed Vlad Tepes (Vlad the Impaler), who was the ruler of Walachia at various times from 1456-1462. Born in 1431 in Sighisoara, he resided all his adult life in Walachia, except for periods of imprisonment at Pest and Visegrad (in Hungary). 

In 1600, the principalities of Wallachia, Moldova and Transylvania were simultaneously headed by the Wallachian prince Michael the Brave, Count of Oltenia, but the chance for a unity dissolved after Mihai was killed, only one year later, by the soldiers of an Austrian army general George Basta. Mihai Viteazul, who was prince of Transylvania for less than one year, intended for the first time to unite the three principalities and to lay down foundations of a single state in a territory comparable to today's Romania.
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Although Walachia and Moldavia survived the Ottoman domination, the Romanians in Transylvania had to bear the Hungarian opression first, that endure the Ottoman occupation and, from 1700 to 1918, had to experience the Austrian occupation.
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[image: image15.wmf]After the failed 1848 Revolution, the Great Powers did not support the Romanians' expressed desire to officially unite in a single state, which forced Romania to proceed alone against the Ottomans. The electors in both Moldavia and Wallachia chose in 1859 the same person – Alexandru Ioan Cuza – as prince. So, Romania was created as a personal union, between 2 of their provinces: Moldavia  and Wallachia and did not include Transylvania. There, the upper class and the aristocracy remained mainly Hungarian, and Romanian nationalism inevitably ran up against Hungarian in the late 19th century. As in the previous 900 years, Austria-Hungary, especially under the Dual Monarchy of 1867, kept the Hungarians firmly in control even in the parts of Transylvania where Romanians constituted a local majority.
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In 1866 Cuza was exiled and replaced by Prince Karl of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen, who became known as Prince Carol of Romania. During the Russo-Turkish War Romania fought on the Russian side, and in the 1878 Treaty of Berlin, Romania was recognized as an independent state by the Great Powers. In return, Romania ceded three southern districts of Bessarabia to Russia and acquired Dobruja. In 1881, the principality was raised to a kingdom and Prince Carol became King Carol I. The 1878–1914 period was one of stability and progress for Romania. During the Second Balkan War, Romania joined Greece, Serbia, Montenegro and Turkey against Bulgaria, and in the peace Treaty of Bucharest (1913) Romania gained Southern Dobrudja.
Located in Sinaia (44 km from Brasov), Peles Castle is considered by many one of the most beautiful castles in all Europe. It was the final resting place for several Romanian monarchs including King Carol I, who died here in 1914.
The building of the castle began in 1873 under the direct order of the Viennese architect Wilhem Doderer and was inaugurated only on October 7, 1883. The location for the castle was chosen by the German prince Carol I de Hohenzollern, who was to become a king and it draws its name from the neighboring brooks which passes through the courtyard.
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In August 1914, when World War I broke out, Romania declared neutrality. Two years later, under pressure from the Allies (especially France, desperate to open a new front), on August 14/27 1916, Romania joined the Allies, declaring war on Austria-Hungary. For this action, under the terms of the secret military convention, Romania was promised support for its goal of national unity for all Romanian people. 
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The Romanian military campaign ended in disaster for Romania as the Central Powers conquered two-thirds of the country and captured or killed the majority of its army within four months. Nevertheless, Moldavia remained in Romanian hands after the invading forces were stopped in 1917. By the war's end, Austria-Hungary and the Russian Empire had collapsed and disintegrated; Bessarabia, Bukovina and Transylvania proclaimed unions with the Kingdom of Romania in 1918. By the 1920 Treaty of Trianon, Hungary renounced in favour of Romania all the claims of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy over Transylvania. The union of Romania with Bukovina was ratified in 1919 in the Treaty of Saint Germain, and with Bessarabia in 1920 by the Treaty of Paris. As a result, king Ferdinand and his wife, Mary, were crowned in 1922 as king and queen of Great Romania. The Romanian expression Great Romania, generally refers to the Romanian state in the interwar period, and by extension, to the territory Romania covered at the time. Romania achieved at that time its greatest territorial extent (almost 300,000 km2), managing to unite all the historic Romanian lands.
During the Second World War, Romania tried again to remain neutral, but on June 28, 1940, it received a Soviet ultimatum with an implied threat of invasion in the event of non-compliance. Under pressure from Moscow and Berlin, the Romanian administration and the army were forced to retreat from Bessarabia as well from Northern Bukovina to avoid war. This, in combination with other factors, prompted the government to join the Axis. After, southern Dobruja was awarded to Bulgaria, while Hungary received Northern Transylvania as result of an Axis arbitration. The authoritarian King Carol II abdicated in 1940, succeeded by the National Legionary State, in which power was shared by Ion Antonescu and the Iron Guard. Within months, Antonescu had crushed the Iron Guard, and the subsequent year Romania entered the war on the side of the Axis powers. During the war, Romania was the most important source of oil for Nazi Germany, which attracted multiple bombing raids by the Allies. By means of the Axis invasion of the Soviet Union, Romania recovered Bessarabia and northern Bukovina from the Soviet Russia, under the leadership of general Ion Antonescu. The Antonescu regime played a major role in the Holocaust, following to a lesser extent the Nazi policy of oppression and massacre of the Jews, and Rommas, primarily in the Eastern territories Romania recovered or occupied from the Soviet Union (Transnistria) and in Moldavia. In August 1944, Antonescu was toppled and arrested by King Michael I of Romania. Romania changed sides and joined the Allies, but its role in the defeat of Nazi Germany was not recognized by the Paris Peace Conference of 1947. By the end of the war, the Romanian army had suffered about 300,000 casualties. Jewish Holocaust victims totaled 469,000 within the 1939 borders, including 325,000 in Bessarabia and Bukovina.
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With Red Army forces still stationed in the country and exerting de facto control, the Communist-dominated government called new elections, which were won with 80% of the vote through intimidation and likely electoral fraud. They thus rapidly established themselves as the dominant political force.

In 1965, Nicolae Ceauşescu came to power and started to pursue independent policies such as being the only Warsaw Pact country to condemn the Soviet-led 1968 invasion of Czechoslovakia, and to continue diplomatic relations with Israel after the Six-Day War of 1967; establishing economic (1963) and diplomatic (1967) relations with the Federal Republic of Germany.Arab Also, close ties with the  countries (and the PLO) allowed Romania to play a key role in the Israel–Egypt and Israel–PLO peace processes. But as Romania's foreign debt sharply increased between 1977 and 1981 (from 3 to 10 billion US dollars), the influence of international financial organisations such as the IMF or the World Bank grew, conflicting with Nicolae Ceauşescu's autarchic policies. He eventually initiated a project of total reimbursement of the foreign debt by imposing policies that impoverished Romanians and exhausted the Romanian economy, while also greatly extending the authority of the police state, and imposing a cult of personality. These led to a dramatic decrease in Ceauşescu's popularity and culminated in his overthrow and execution in the bloody Romanian Revolution of 1989. It is the first televised revolution, the events being transmited by the Free Romanian Television all over the world.

In present, The Constitution of Romania is based on the Constitution of France's Fifth Republic and was approved in a national referendum on December 8, 1991. A plebiscite held in October 2003 approved 79 amendments to the Constitution, bringing it into conformity with European Union legislation.semi-presidential Romania is governed on the basis of multi-party democratic system and of the segregation of the legislative, executive and judicial powers. Romania is a  democratic republic where executive functions are shared between the president and the prime minister. The President is elected by popular vote for maximum two terms, and since the amendments in 2003, the terms are five years. The President appoints the Prime Minister, who in turn appoints the Council of Ministers. While the president resides at Cotroceni Palace, the Prime Minister with the Romanian Government is based at Victoria Palace.
The legislative branch of the government, collectively known as the Parliament, consists of two chambers – the Senate, which has 140 members, and the Chamber of Deputies, which has 346 members. The members of both chambers are elected every four years under a system of party-list proportional representation. The Palace of the Parliament in Bucharest, Romania is a multi-purpose building containing both chambers of the Romanian Parliament. The Palace was built during the Ceausescu Regime, as a House for presidential family, entitled „House of People”, but nowadays is used as Palace of Parliament. According to the Guinness Book of World Records, the Palace is the world's largest civilian administrative building,most expensive administrative building, and heaviest building.Built on the site of a hill variously known as Spirii Hill, Uranus Hill, or Arsenal Hill, which was largely razed for this megaproject, the building anchors the west end of Unirii Boulevard and Civic Centre. Constructing the Palace and Civic Centre required demolishing much of Bucharest's historic district, including 19 Orthodox Christian churches, six Jewish synagogues, three Protestant churches and 30,000 residences.
It is also important to notice that  in 2008, the Palace hosted the 20th NATO summit 
Even though Romania had faced the communist dictatorship for almost half a century (1945 – 1989) Romania became a democratic country after the event known as “The 1989 Revolution”. On July 1 2004, Romania joined  N.A.T.O. In January 1 2007 Romania joined to European Union. This gave Romania stability and economic power.
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