Structure of the Romanian Educational System
To begin with, according to the Education Law (Law 84/1995), education in Romania pursues the free, integral and harmonious development of the human individuality, and the development of the autonomous and creative personality. The development of the personality is seen as the general finality of education and is accomplished through:

- Acquisition of the knowledge and of the national and universal cultural values;

- Development of the intellectual capacities, affective availabilities and practical skills through assimilation of knowledge;

- Assimilation of the intellectual work techniques necessary for instruction and selfinstruction during the whole life (lifelong learning techniques);

- Education in the spirit of respecting the basic human rights and liberties, dignity and tolerance and free exchange of opinions;

- Favouring sensitivity towards general human issues and moral-civic values, towards respect for nature and environment;
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- Harmonious development of the individual through physical education, hygienicsanitary education and sports.

Organisation of the education system in Romania:

Pre-primary education

Primary - primary

  - middle school (gimnaziu)

Lower secondary general (including pre-vocational)

Lower secondary vocational

Upper secondary general

Post-secondary

Universitary Education
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Pre-primary education (also referred to as ''pre-school education'') is a part of the noncompulsory preuniversity education and can be organised in public and private kindergartens – grădiniţa, for children aged 3-6 in three types of programmes, offered in the same or different kindergartens: normal, prolonged and weekly programme. Children are organised in age-level groups: lower (3-4 years old); middle (4-5 years old) and high, school-preparatory group (5-6 years old). The Romanian Educational System is divided along two main levels; the pre-university level and higher education. 
Compulsory education lasts 10 years and is divided in three phases: primary education (4 years), first phase of lower secondary education – general (4 years) and second phase of lower secondary education, which provides general, specialised or vocational courses (2 years).
Primary education (compulsory) – organised for pupils aged 6-10 and including grades I to IV. Primary education can be organised in public and private schools. A class of any grade in primary education works with one teacher and comprises in average 20 pupils, but no less than 10 and no more than 25. The Curricular areas/Subjects studied in primary education are: The Romanian language, The Mother tongue and the Romanian language for national minorities, Foreign languages (grades III and IV or as an optional course in grades III), Mathematics, Knowledge of the environment (grades I and II), Natural sciences (grades III and IV), Civic education (grades III and IV), History of Romania (grade IV), Geography of Romania (grade IV), Fine arts education, Musical education, Physical education, Practical abilities, Counselling and guidance, Optional subjects/activities (Established in the school according to the subjects/activities offered).

Public primary education is organized in independent units (primary schools) or within schools covering all grades from I to VIII.
The Lower secondary education is organised in two successive cycles (both compulsory):

1. Gimnaziu (middle school) – grades V to VIII for pupils aged 10-14;

2. Liceu - lower cycle or, alternatively, Şcoala de arte şi meserii (Vocational School) – grades IX and X for pupils aged 14-16.
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Gimnaziu ( grades V-VIII) constitutes the first stage of the lower secondary education, following the ''elementary education'' accomplished during the first four grades.Most frequently, it is organised altogether primary education in schools covering grades I to VIII. There are neither a leaving examination nor a formal certification at the end of primary education, pupils graduating primary education being promoted directly into gimnaziu (grades V to VIII). Transition from primary to gimnaziu is only conditioned by the completion of the first four grades. A large number of public schools (mostly in the urban areas) have developed enriched programmes of study, including for example study of foreign languages from the first grade, sports, arts, etc. Depending on the existing resources, certain schools offer within the school-based curriculum ICT classes from the primary education level.
Liceu – Lower Cycle (grades IX and X) is the educational institution that offers to all graduates of gimnaziu with certificate for graduation of national tests the possibility to specialise in various domains and to prepare the for labour market and/or to continue their studies in the subsequent education levels.

High school education is organised in three branches of study:

A - The General branch of study providing two educational profiles: humanities and sciences;

B - The technological education and training (TVET) branch of study providing three educational profiles: technical, services, and exploitation of the natural resources and protection of the environment;

C - The vocational education providing five educational profiles: military, theological, sports, arts and pedagogical.
Upper secondary education, organised in:

1. Liceu - upper cycle (non-compulsory) – grades XI to XII/XIII for pupils aged 16-18(19) OR

2. Completion year - for graduates of Şcoala de Arte şi Meserii (Arts and Trades School) pupils aged 16 - 17 and includes grade XI.
Liceu – Upper Cycle (non-compulsory) – grades XI to XII/XIII for pupils aged 16-18(19) Both lower and upper cycle of liceu (high school) are organised with the same branches of study, educational profiles and specialisations, and for the time being they function in the same educational institutions – namely high schools (liceu). Upper secondary education (upper cycle of Liceu) provides general and specialised courses leading to the continuation of studies in postsecondary, or higher education.

From the pedagogical point of view, the National Curriculum for secondary education is structured in seven curricular areas; students study: Language and communication, Romanian language, 1st Foreign language, 2nd Foreign language, Latin, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Civic culture, History, Geography, Religion, Fine arts education, Musical education, Physical education and sports, Technological education, Counselling and guidance.
Post secondary non-tertiary education, including post-high schools and foremen schools; The duration of studies is between 1 and 3 years and the grouping of the students is based on the specialisations.

During secondary and post-secondary non-tertiary education, evaluations of

the pupils’ performances for each subject are materialised in marks on a 10-level scale, corresponding roughly to the following attainment levels: 1.00 to 4.00 – ''insufficient''; 5.00 to 6.99 – ''sufficient''; 7.00 to 8.99 – ''good'' and 9.00 to 10 – ''very good''. Pupils in difficulty can be made to repeat the year.

Tertiary education, including university and post-university education. Higher education is accomplished through universities, academies of study and post-university studies institutions. The mission of the higher education institutions is either education and research or only education.

Tertiary education is organised in short-term education (3 years) and long-term education (4-6 years). Short-term higher education is provided in university colleges - colegiu universitar established within long-term higher education institutions. Long-term higher education is provided in universities institutions and academies of study.
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Higher education institutions organise two regular examination sessions for the students during each academic year – usually held in February and May-June respectively – and at least one second examination session in autumn, before the beginning of the academic year. The second examination sessions are organised for the students that did not attain or failed one or more subjects’ examinations during the regular examination sessions. Finalisation of the long-term higher education is accomplished through an exam – examenul de licenţă. The content of the exams and the specific criteria are established by university senates.

The first modern Romanian universities are:

· University of Iaşi (1860)

· University of Bucharest (1864)

· Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj (1872)

Post-graduate education (also referred to as ''post-university studies'') is organised in higher education institutions and post-university studies schools accredited for this purpose and is accomplished through: DEA studies, master-degree studies, academic post-university studies, doctoral studies, specialty post-university studies, in-service postuniversity training courses and specific forms of post-university medical studies. Starting with 2005/06 academic year, all higher education institutions, private and public, are obliged by the 2004 Law to implement the new 3-cycle structure: Bachelor, Master and Doctorate.

